Chapter Five
PUPILS AND TEACHERS IN THE  'NEW SCHOOL'
IT was hoped that the attitude of both students and teachers
towards school-life would change completely as a result of
the reform. But too many elements remained the same and
some of the new factors did not have the expected effects. The
kind of work done in the class-rooms and at home remained in
many ways the same. The time-tables were altered consider-
ably, but not in such a way as to confine school-work to school
hours, or to leave the students much more freedom for home-life.
The proportion of the time allotted in school to the different
subjects was, of course, modified in order to meet the require-
ments of the various examinations; but even here the change was
not very great, apart from the Training College. The time-unit
for progression from form to form was still the year, divided
into three terms merely for secondary purposes. The school year
started, as before, towards the beginning of October and ended
towards the beginning of June (end of June for the elementary
schools). Vacations in the course of the school year remained
very short: about ten days at Christmas and a week at Easter,
to which must be added about fifteen days of national and reli-
gious holidays spread over the whole year. A daily average of
four hours in school was required, and these were employed,
with few exceptions, in the lessons delivered by the teachers and
in the questioning of pupils to find out whether they had paid
attention-in school, and (still more important) done their home-
work properly. The following tables give the number of weekly
periods allotted to each subject in the several forms of the various
secondary schools.
SCUOLA COMPLEMENTARE                           FOTVIS
123
Italian Language.......443
History and Geography......    443
Foreign Language.......    444
Mathematics........    433
Nature.........          22
Book-keeping    ........         33
Drawing.........    433
Handwriting     ........    2
Shorthand........12
101